
Creating a Time Plot 
with SPSS

Math 260



Creating a Time plot

• Open the data from problem 1.12: 
ex01-12.sav (you can click here)

http://kzoo.edu/enordmoe/math260/spss/ex01-12.sav


Use the scatter plot procedure
to obtain a time plot 

1. Select 
Scatter/Dot 
from Graphs 
menu

2. Select Simple 
Scatter from the 
next box and click 
Define.



The Scatterplot Dialog Box  
Put the 
quantitative 
variable  
tuition on the 
Y-axis.

Put the time 
variable  year 
on the X-axis.

Select OK to 
plot.



Preliminary Plot: No Connecting Lines  

Double-click this 
preliminary plot to tell 
SPSS to connect the 
dots.



Connect the dots!
1. Select Add 
Interpolation 
Line

2. Select 
Straight and 
click close.

3. Close the Chart 
Editor or modify scales 
and labels as desired.



Multiple Time Series

• Use overlay scatterplot if you want to plot 
multiple time series against the same year 
variable.
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